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November 29, 2020 

 

Governor Gavin Newsom 

1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Newsom:  

 

I write to add my Jewish voice to the many others urging you to appoint Congresswoman Karen 

Bass to succeed Vice President-elect Kamala Harris in the U.S. Senate. She is the most qualified 

person for this position and would bring great honor to our state, humbly and bravely serving its 

constituents.  

 

First, some context: you and I met about a year and a half ago when I was up in Sacramento with 

a group of multifaith clergy from Los Angeles. We had come to support you in declaring the 

moratorium on the death penalty—I am deeply grateful for your courageous leadership on this 

issue. Mayor Eric Garcetti is a dear friend and member of our congregation in LA, IKAR, which 

I co-founded in 2004 in an effort to reclaim a robust, progressive voice for faith in public life. 

Our community is one of the fastest growing Jewish communities in the country, and we’ve been 

deeply involved in multifaith racial, economic and climate justice work for years. I had the 

privilege of blessing President Obama and now President-Elect Biden at the inaugural National 

Prayer Service in 2013, and Mayor Garcetti at his inauguration in Los Angeles.   

 

I first met Rep. Bass when she was Speaker of the California Assembly and considering a run for 

the House of Representatives. We hosted a house party for her to get to know rabbis, professors, 

Jewish educators and activists in our district, to help her deepen her relationships within and 

understanding of the Jewish community.  

 

Since then, it has been an honor to work with her and her team. She has been an incredible friend 

to the Jewish community, especially in difficult times over the past five years as violent 

antisemitism has spiked and tensions flared under the Trump administration. She is fiercely 

determined to build coalitions across lines of race, class, religion and political party. Rep. Bass 

has taken leadership to advance many issues important to my community, and we are struck 

again and again by her practical, principled and morally centered approach to issues like criminal 

justice reform, poverty alleviation, racial justice and international affairs. In her time in 

Congress, Rep. Bass has shown extraordinary thoughtfulness and open-mindedness, even—or 

especially—when dealing with difficult matters like the controversial vote on the Iran Deal and 

legislative attempts to criminalize BDS.   

 

From my many conversations with Rep. Bass and my knowledge of her track record as a leader 

and an organizer, I feel confident that she is the person our state and our country need right now 

in the U.S. Senate. As Speaker of the California Assembly, she worked tirelessly to close the 

deficit during the Great Recession, including many trips up and down the state to learn about 

Californians’ needs, and back and forth from Sacramento to Washington, D.C. to secure needed 
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resources. In her ten years in Congress she has developed a reputation as a consensus maker on 

issues ranging from police brutality to foreign affairs. The organization she founded to battle the 

crack cocaine crisis and empower South Los Angeles, Community Coalition, operated from its 

beginning as an alliance between African Americans and Latinos and has become one of the 

most effective advocacy organizations in Southern California. Even her early career as a 

physician assistant and emergency room nurse give her an edge as we face a pandemic that has 

already killed over a quarter million Americans.     

 

Finally, after a year in which millions of Americans have taken to the streets demanding racial 

justice and an end to the structural and systemic racism that disproportionately endangers the 

lives of Black people in America, and given the critical role that Black women have played in 

fighting to uphold democracy, it is inconceivable that the U.S. Senate would have no Black 

women representing. The author of the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act belongs in the U.S. 

Senate.  

 

As a Jewish community leader, I urge you to support the strongest candidate—a tireless warrior 

for a democracy and a more just and loving society—my friend Rep. Karen Bass.  

 

I send you continued blessings for strength and courage as you navigate this difficult time. May 

this be the beginning of an era of health and healing for us all.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Rabbi Sharon Brous 
 

 

 

 


